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23 May 192 


MEMORANDUM FOR TUE RECORD 


SUBJSCT : Meeting en ED = May, Regarding State Departsent 
Position P 
and the undersigned ust 
ce on end formulate comments on 
artment position paper and instructions to United States delegates 


attending the May 25 Geneva meetings of the Legal Subcommittee of the United 
Nations Comittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 


2. TS was concluded that this peper, generally, we sound anf the 4 
positions, as stated, if adhered to, would poss ap tarent or aherramemt 
te continuation of United States satellite recemiaianunce activité: (pte eee ag 
Hovever, two poesible vulnerabilities were astel in the poaition 
which it was felt required additional caveats so that there would be mo 
misunderstanding on the pert of the United States delegution, particularly 

wo: 








those who are operationally cleared: 


a. There is vo provision in the 
pertaining to the USSR Proposal to 
Satellites for a U. 8. position in 
edamant about sack a reselution and wake ite edsyption « yre- 
comdition to any further discussions. It was agreed that the 
U. 8. position in this contingency, at lenst frem the CIA staeni- 
point, should be ome of no compromise, even if this should lead 
to a break-off of the discussions. At the very least, it was 
concluded that if such an impasse were to occur, the U. S. posi- ~| 
tion would be maintained and any resulting in | 
disagreements in Washington would probably have to be referred 
to the President for decision. 
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b. It was concluded that the operationally cieared 
delegates should be cautioned that the working paper on satellite 
reconnaissance, which argues that such activities are legai and 
non-aggressive in nature, should not under any circumstances be 
interpreted as permission to acknovledge or even suggest that any 
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NOV 28 1997 | ! 
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operations of this character sare currently in progress. Ali 
references to satellite reconnaissance should be expressed in 
a manner which would suggest that the United States is thinking 
only in terms of the future. 


"hese views vere subsequently made known + CD 
f the State Department, a delegate neva 
nes : 


cated that he vas generally in agreement with these 


conclusions. It is views should be expressed to 
Ambassador Plimpton and f the State Department prior 
to their departure for . an opportunity to do this on 


23 May at the NPIC briefing for Ambassador Stevenson. 





